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RUISES

Belle Voyage

Julia DiNardo Tries On
The Latest Resort-Wear

t's the night before a long-awaited cruise to the Caribbean, and one
question keeps running through your head: “What o what 1o
what to pack?” You don't want to underpack, and you certain.

don't want to overpack since you mav need room in the suitcase
to bring back purchases. You want garments that are neither too
light nor too heavy, so that you can transition from the air-condi-
tioned ship to the sunny skies at the port of call. Not to be forgotten
are transitional pieces such as wraps and cover-ups thal can trans-
late from poelside to lunch to & casual dinner, Items that will stay
wrinkle-free are ideal: Garments that ¢an be rolled into a ball and
lawered in the suitcase by some tesue paper make it easier to zip off
@ toawinter paradise vacation without worrying about hangers and gar-

¢ ment bags.

Packing for & winter cruise getaway used to be tricky. But thanks to
the influx of brands offering resort- and cruise-wear, the challenge has
become an enjoyable one, This season, resort collections have taken

off, with stores from Barneys dnd Saks to Key and Scoop offering selec-
tions of apparet and accessories from a wide variety of designers, This
fast-growing category is responsible for the splash of color und Capri
pants in some New York stares in the dead of winter, when the streets out-
side are a sea of cumbersome black wool garments.,

Available in retailers from approximately mid-November through Jan-
uary, resort and cruise callections provide an opportunity to add new

items to & wardrobe for a winter gm-aﬁ. bt can also provide timeless
pieces that work year round. These collections aren’t just about flip-
umma& corton garments. They also include silks, lightweight
cas and fabrics chiffon and taffeta that work well for a for-
mal evening event. When asing these items, consider the versatil-
ity and wearability that the garments provide during your ¢ruise, but
also think about their use afterwards in the office or for a night out on
the 1own,

Designer Michelle Smith has been designing resort-wear since she
started her label, Milly, five vears ago, Ms. Smith’s collections, which
have been shown at New York Fashion Week for the past several sea-

sons, are a great choice for cruising — perhaps because the design-
) er goes to the Caribbean every year from Christmas to New Year's,

She says she creates garments for the line that she would want to
wear during her own vacations.

Ms. Smith describes this season's collection as “very exuberant, bright,
and cheerful; reminiscent of Acapulco in 1960s, when it

was a haven for the jet set, incorporating the colors
of turguoize, coral, and then going back to brown."
She especially recommends a good pair of “trav-
eling pants,” like her Italian stretch cotton twill
pants, Milly features transitional pieces from
cruise and back to reality, and is launching & “Ca-
bana collection,” comprised of bathing suits and
cover-ups, in January,

The couture swimwear company Gottex offers
pooclside attire, too. The brand was the first to intro-
duce matching cover ups, creating a “complete
cruise outfit,” in 1966, This season, designer Gideon
Oberson was inspired by the Caribbean and vivid col-
ors. The longer pareo wraps, o shorter sarong wraps, help
make for a graceful ransition to the lunch buffet from the
pool deck, without having to resart to an old pair of
Eyin shoTts oVer Your Swimsuit.
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cruise-goers is formal wear. Almost every crise
has a “formal night* and if you embark on a
one-week cruise you can expect two during the
course of the trip, Of course, attendance is op-
nional, but, like the senior prom, it's more fun !
to dress up and go than to sit in your reom  f h i W
thinking about it. If you forget to bring for- ==/ Won X
mal attire, most cruise lines offer rentals, . 0.8k 5
but you'll look best in an ensemble you've )
chosen ahead of time. Most of the resort col- = —
lections currently in stores offer feminine sil- gh
houettes and detailing, light, airy fabrics, and |
nautical themes.

Eve Gelade, the owner of Key, a new bou-
tique that npennd in September, recom- ;
mends dresses by designer Corey Lynn
Calter for cruises. One pa:ﬁm'la: high- 1,\
light is the “hostess dress,” which comes { e
in jewel tone colors and ::lky satin fab- -
ric. Ms. Gelade points to crochet, lace, + w7 ~—
tunics, and demim gauchos as hot re- - “‘.! . ,.
sort items. 2

Men can head to Scoop for cne of - ;
J.Crew for Sceop's button downs, or [ s,
pick up a lightweight cashmere f / !
sweater by Habit or Michael Kors.

J.Crew also his warm weather offer- F‘:—"‘—_L_._.
ings that can be dressed up or | \

down, such as blazers and pants. I-f AR 67
Barneys Co-Op provides some ca- | \

sual, cruise-appropriate attire by | {'//
Mare Jacobs and Theory. / \W
A few designers that are fa- R A Y. !

vorites of the jet set crowd, ©§ W vy
such as Ralph Lauren, Caroli- i f
na Herrera, Vera Wang, and E,____ 'I-',

Chanel, provide resort-wear =
garments this season that l 1L
you may find yourself in-  [||
corporating inte your E"-

year round.

Halph Lauren, as he |
often does, works witha & '
classic nawtical theme,

This season, a pair of
white pants, light-
weight sweater, and
matching handbag are
good options for 2 day
excursion and & casu-
al dinner. Carolina
Herrera has several
stunning looks to
pick from in silk
faille, silk raffeta,
and chiffon. She
emphasizes the p( f
waist by way of s )
grosgrain bows and

other embellishments. Yera
Wang also works with embroidery, producing
beautiful garments with a nod toward an ethnic
theme that can be amped up for evening or played
down for day.

Chanel's luxurious uffermgs from its cruise
collection are described by its designer, Karl
Lagerfeld, as “a mixture of mphuu:uﬂnn and
sport, with & play on propertion.” Ranging from
denim to chiffon to the house's famous tweed em-
blazoned with the double “c™ logs, the collettion
gives travelers a Parisian fair Mix a sparkly black
tweed waistcoat with a swimsuit, t-shirt, or chiffon
hlouse, Chanel Cruise also offers several versions
of the versatile “little black dress™ in viscose ray-
on, asymmetrical satin gowns, sequined skirts,
pleated culottes, vertical striped tube dresses,
and straight-legeed jeans accented with tweed,

With so many options, it's possible ro dress ap-
propriately and look chic on any cruise — even g
if vou pack the night before,




