By JULIA DINARDO
woman can never have
enough shoes, it has been said,
and this spring’s offerings
make it hard to disagree. Vol-
ume and height are the motifs
for the season in footwear.
Some styles are reminiscent of the
mid-1970s, while others look com-
pletely fresh. Trendy textures and em-
bellishments include braided leather,
metals, wicker, crochet, and patent
leather, along with detailing such as
chains, buckles, hardware, and bows.
And what a relief: The stiletto has
been forced into retirement. A thick
sole — either a wedge or platform —is
an integral part of the new look. A sen-
ior vice president and general mer-
chandise manager at Bergdorf Good-
man, Ed Burstell, cites “platforms in
patent and suede, wooded and cork
wedges, and sandals at all heel
heights” as the key trends in footwear.
T ——Bergdorf customers, he said, have
been excited by styles from Chloé,
Manolo Blahnik, Prada, and Christian
Louboutin.

Say Goodbye to Stilettos:
Thick Is This Season’s Look

For a walk on the wild side in a
stacked heel, indulge in Donna
Karan’s brightly colored iguana san-
dal, or Gucci’s printed platform with
an ankle strap and bow. For a tamer,
office-friendly look, try Stuart Weitz-
man’s Tidy stacked heel
shoe, in black or white
soft patent leather.
Styles that can easily
transition from the
workplace to the week-
end are those that have a
wood wedge or solid colored
platform, with leather uppers, such as
Weitzman’s brown Fondue or Salva-
tore Ferragamo’s Apollonia metallic
lace-up wedge. The manager of Tootsi
Plohound on Lafayette Street in
SoHo, José Suarez, said that plat-
forms and wedges will be important
for spring, but he also anticipates that
cowboy boots will continue to be
strong sellers.

With so many choices out there, why
not pick up them all? Just be sure to
pay the minimum on your credit card
at the end of the month.

2
k ‘ 4

TALL Ol
From toj
spring &
from Gueccl,

e o R e




